May 25, 2011

The Honorable Louise M. Slaughter
2469 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Re: Reciprocal Market Access Act of 2011, H.R. 1749
Dear Representative Slaughter:

The Coalition for a Prosperous America is pleased to endorse the Reciprocal
Market Access Act of 2011, H.R. 1749. We thank you and the 35 co-sponsors
for introducing the bill.

CPA represents agricultural production, manufacturing and worker interests.
We support a national trade strategy that achieves net exports for the U.S.
economy. Any increase in two-way trade is either irrelevant or economically
harmful when the result is net imports. A national priority should be to
eliminate the U.S. trade deficit to produce jobs and economic growth.

Past bi-lateral trade agreements have failed dramatically by generating, in the
aggregate, net imports in comparison to the pre-agreement trade balance. One
reason is that foreign trade rivals replace tariffs with non-tariff barriers
thereby depriving the U.S. the export benefits of the bargain. Post agreement
enforcement for agreement violations are slow, ineffective and/or lacking.

Reciprocity is a bedrock international trade principle which has been ignored
by U.S. trade negotiators and Congress. Your bill helps re-establish
reciprocity by requiring trade negotiators to obtain a reduction or elimination
of foreign tariff or non-tariff barriers before agreeing to lower U.S. tariffs.
This is on a product by product basis, not an aggregate multi-product basis.

Your bill also provides a much faster and effective enforcement provision. If
a foreign trade rival violates the agreement to reduce a barrier, there is a “snap
back” provision allowing the U.S. to re-establish the tariff on that product to
pre-agreement levels. The foreign country should not benefit from a breach.

CPA will be happy to advocate passage of HR 1749. Thank you.

Sincerely,
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Michael C. Stumo
CEO



