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January 6, 2010 .James W. Coon II, Republican ChiefofStmf 

The Honorable Ray LaHood 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

The Honorable J. Randolph Babbitt 
Administrator 
Federal Aviation Administration 
800 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20591 

Dear Secretary LaHood and Administrator Babbitt: 

On August 12, 2009, Delta and US Airways announced a large~scale slot trade between the 
two airlines at New York's LaGuardia Aitport (LGA) and Washington National Airport (DCA). As 
part of the proposed transaction, US Auways would give 125 daily slot pairs at LGA to Delta and 
receive, in return, 42 slot pairs from Delta at DCA. We are writing to express our concerns 
regarding the proposed transaction, and to urge you to undertake an extensive review, considering 
whether allowing major network carriers to increase their concentration and reduce competition at 
these slot controlled airports could harm consumers and whether anti-competitive effects could be 
mitigated by making some of the slots available to other carriers. While we understand that this 
transaction may be undergoing Hart-Scott-Rodino' antitrust review with the Department of Justice, 
we believe that the Department of Transportation (DOT) has broader authority to act in the public 
interest. 

For example, US Airways slot holdings at DCA would increase from 42.7 percent to 53 
percent, making US Airways by far the dominant carrier at DCA, willie Delta's slot holdings at DCA 
would decrease from 23.2 percent to 13.1 percent. Furthermore, following consummation of this 
transaction, US Airways and its code-share partner United will see their market dominance of the 
entire Washington DC region (including Dulles International Aitport) grow from 62 percent to 
more than 67 percent. By allowing US Airways and Delta to significantly enhance their dominant 

, 15 U.s.c. § 18a (1976) 






