Reciprocal Market Access Act

Congresswoman Louise M. Slaughter

Trade Policy to Create Opportunities for
American Companies and American Workers

Industries in the United States face significant non-tariff barriers in key international markets, preventing fair
market access for U.S. exports. Despite this reality, the U.S. has entered trade deal after trade deal that reduce or
eliminate U.S. tariffs without securing the reduction or elimination of foreign non-tariff trade barriers. This
unilateral disarmament gives an advantage to our foreign competitors while denying U.S. manufacturers access
to those markets.

The bipartisan Reciprocal Market Access Act (RMAA) would require the reduction of foreign market barriers
before reducing U.S. tariffs, a move that would level the playing field for American workers and support
American manufacturing jobs. RMAA would enhance the tools available to our trade negotiators, ensuring that
the U.S. is able to achieve real reciprocity in the international marketplace. This legislation, first introduced in
2007, would provide additional leverage for USTR to ensure that trade negotiations fully address the market
access problems faced by U.S. producers.

- “It’s long past time our main export was something
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reciprocal market access commitments. This authority, known as “snap back,” could be requested by a
manufacturer, a labor union, a trade association or a Member of Congress. Snap back provisions were
included in the Korea Free Trade Agreement with respect to motor vehicles.

e Instructs the International Trade Commission (ITC) to conduct an assessment on a prospective trade
agreement’s impact on market access opportunities and barriers, both tariff and non-tariff, for U.S. products
or services impacted by the proposed trade agreement.

The RMAA is endorsed by a number of businesses and manufacturers, trade associations, and labor unions,

including: UNITED STEELWORKERS

Hickey Freeman

UNITY AND STRENGTH FOR WORKERS

For more information or to become a cosponsor, please contact
Nick Semanko in Congresswoman Slaughter's office at Nicholas.Semanko@mail.house.gov or 5-3615




